
 

3 CE credits will be offered to participants completing  
post-workshop forms. The Institute for Graduate Clinical 

Psychology, Widener University, is approved by the American 
Psychological Association to offer continuing education for 
psychologists. Widener University maintains responsibility  

for the program and its contents. 

 

Tuesday, October 5, 2010 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Registration begins at 8:30am 

 

Lathem Hall 
Widener University 

One University Place 
Chester, PA 19013 

 

 

 
 
 

The Post-Graduate Center 
Institute for Graduate Clinical Psychology 
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Distinguished Lecture 
 

Suicide Risk: A Guide to  

Assessing Imminence 
 

Norman Weissberg, Ph.D 
 

10/22 Posttraumatic Stress following Medical Stressors: 
 Topographical & Individual Factors Related to 
 Adjustment 
 Bret Boyer, PhD 
 Webb Room | University Center 
 
11/12 The Heart of the Matter: Concepts & Techniques 
 in the Treatment of Survivors of Childhood 
 Sexual Abuse 
 Constance Pelesh, MA & Panel 
 Webb Room | University Center 
 
11/19 The Core Knowledge of Early Childhood Mental 
 Health  
 Elizabeth Bogado-Briganti, PsyD 
 Webb Room | University Center 
 
12/03 Ethical Issues in Group and Family Therapy 
 Linda Knauss, PhD, ABPP 
 Webb Room | University Center 

 

Cancellation Policy: You may transfer 100% of your  
registration fee to another program within the 2010-2011  
Continuing Education Workshop schedule, provided you notify 
the Post-Graduate Center at least 7 days prior to the workshop. 
Participants who cancel a course and do not apply their fee to 
another program will be granted a 50% refund.  Participants 
who do not advise the Post-Graduate Center office in advance of 
their absence or notify us less than 7 days prior to the workshop 
for which they are registered will forfeit 100% of their fee. The 
Post-Graduate Center reserves the right to substitute an  
appropriate speaker for a given program without notice in the 
event of rare extenuating circumstances. If a program must be 
cancelled by the Post-Graduate Center due to inclement weather 
or other unforeseen circumstance, full refunds will be granted. 
There is a $10 fee to replace lost CE certificates. 

For the most up-to-date information on all of our  
CE programs visit: www.postgraduatecenter.org 

For comprehensive directions and maps, go to:   
www.postgraduatecenter.org 

 

Directions 

 

Policy Notes 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

The Post-Graduate Center 



Please make checks payable to Widener University and mail to: 
  

The Post-Graduate Center 
Institute for Graduate Clinical Psychology 

Widener University 
One University Place 
Chester, PA 19013 

 

e-mail: clinicalpsychologypgc@mail.widener.edu 
tel: 610.499.1083 | fax: 610.499.4625 

 

Feel free to duplicate this form as needed for additional registrations. 
 
 

Please Note: Confirmation of registration will not be sent.   

Name/Title:____________________________________ 
                                                         Print Clearly or Type 

Address:______________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ 
 
State: ______________ Zip Code: _________________ 
 
Phone (day): ___________________________________ 
 

□  $75 for Professionals 
□  $60 for Widener Alumni/ IGCP Supervisors 
□  $55 for Widener Alumni Chapter Members 
□  $40 for Early Career Professionals  
□  $25 for Students 
□  Free for Widener IGCP Students 

 

* Fees are nonrefundable after September 28, 2010. See Policy Notes. * 
 

Form of Payment 
□ Check/Money Order  (payable to Widener University) 
□ Credit Card: □ Visa    □ MasterCard     
   

Name as it appears on the card:  
 

Acct #: _______________________________________ 
 

Name on card: _________________________________ 
 

Expiry date: ___________________________________ 
 

Signature (necessary for processing)___________________________ 

Suicide Risk: A Guide to Assessing Imminence 
Norman Weissberg, Ph.D. | 10.05.10 Norman Weissberg, Ph.D 

 

received his Ph.D. in social 
psychology from the  
University of Michigan 
and was appointed an 
assistant professor in the 
Psychology Department at 
Brooklyn College, CUNY 
in 1964.  During his tenure 

at the college, he achieved the rank of full  
professor and served as Department Chair and 
Dean of Undergraduate Studies.  At the end of his 
deanship, Dr. Weissberg shifted his focus and 
completed an APA-approved re-specialization 
program in clinical psychology at Hofstra  
University. Upon retirement from the college as 
an Emeritus Professor and his move to  
Pennsylvania, Dr. Weissberg accepted the position 
of Director of Training for Contact of Greater  
Philadelphia, an organization that maintains a 
suicide hot-line as part of the National Suicide 
Prevention. Network.  

The presentation begins with an acknowledgement 
that the task of assessing suicidal risk is itself risky 
and outlines the reasons for this state of affairs.  I 
then review the demography of suicide and provide 
data that challenges some common misconceptions 
about suicide.  Next, I introduce Tom Joiner’s  
Interpersonal Theory of Suicide and distribute,  
explain, and discuss a guideline for conducting a 
suicide risk assessment.  In addition, I suggest an 
algorithm for utilizing and interpreting the data the 
guideline provides. I then offer recommendations for 
the management of moderate and high risk patients 
and end with a role play in which volunteer  
participants utilize the Guideline in an interview 
with a patient (me) who is contemplating suicide.   

Participation in this program will enable you to: 
 
 

• Employ a method of assessing the likelihood that 
one’s patient is at imminent risk of engaging in a 
suicidal act.  

 

• Describe the role of suicidal ideation, mental  
illness and substance abuse in assessing suicidal 
risk. 

 

• Increase your knowledge of the demography of 
suicide.  

 

• Describe three crucial components of the process 
that leads some individual to convert suicidal 
thoughts into a suicidal attempt. 

 

Joiner, T.E., Van Ordern, K.A., Witte, T.K., and 
Rudd, M. D.  (2009). The interpersonal theory of 
suicide. Washington, D.C. American  
Psychological Press. 

 
 

Workshop Description 

 
 

Objectives 

 
 

Recommended Reading 

 
 

Our Presenter 
 
 

Registration 

I.   The Clinician and the Suicidal Patient 
II.  The Demography of Suicide 
III. Preliminaries for the Clinician 
IV. Why do some People think about killing them-

selves and why do some turn their thoughts into 
action? 

V.  A guideline for conducting a suicide risk  
assessment 

VI. How does one manage moderate to high risk 
patients 

VII. Role Play 

For extra brochures, registration forms, and information on all 
our workshops, visit our website at: 

www.postgraduatecenter.org 

 
 

Post-Graduate Center 

 
 

Workshop Outline 


